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Abstract:  Culture is an illustration of history, traditions, customs, myths and values of 

a society. Survival of a society depends upon its affiliation with its cultural heritage 

and continuous development with time. Colonialism had a major impact on the culture 

of the colonised country. How a colonizing culture affects the native culture is studied 

under cultural studies. It is apt to study the role of cultural heritage and historical 

alienation in development of African Americans in Toni Morrison’s Song of Solomon 

(1977) with reference to theories of cultural studies. 
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Introduction: 
Culture is a portrayal of the traditions and reflection of the experiences of a society. It is a process of 

continuous improvement of human behaviour to achieve common standard and acceptable beliefs, values and 

traditions of a society. Culture is “part of the general process which creates conventions and institutions 

through which the meanings that are valued by the community are shared and made active.” (Hall, 33)  

Every society has its own history, customs, laws and arts which are essential components of a culture. 

They live their life according to the rules and beliefs of society. Culture, according to anthropologist E.B. 

Tylor, is “that complex whole which includes knowledge, belief, art, morals, law, custom and any other 

capabilities and habits acquired by man as a member of society.” (7) 

Culture develops continuously for the betterment of the society but never changes abruptly from set of 

social traditions, beliefs and customs. Culture can be divided into physical and spiritual culture. Physical 

aspects of a Culture are expressed through the architecture of the society where as spiritual culture is an 

expression of their beliefs, moral laws, customs, values and traditions. As Paul James said that: 

Culture is defined as a social domain that emphasizes the practices, discourses and material 

expressions, which, over time, express the continuities and discontinuities of social meaning of a life 

held in common. (53) 

There are three layers of culture which changes the behavior patterns and perceptions of a 

society. First, Cultural traditions differentiate one society from others.  When we talk about the Indian, Chinese 

or African culture, we are discussing about the common language, traditions, and beliefs that make these 

people different from each others.  In most of the cases, the people of one culture share behaviour patterns of 

other culture because they acquired it from their parent or family member who had gained it. 

The second layer which makes the identity of a person is subculture. In Today’s cosmic world, people 

come from the different parts of the world retain their original cultural traditions. Their original cultural traits 

set them apart from the rest of the society and these traits of language, tradition, experience and behaviour are 

common to a subculture. Examples of such type of subculture are founds as African American, Indian 

American and Chinese American in the United State of America.   

The third layer of Culture is the universal similarities. Every culture classifies people according to age 

and has blood relations as the closest bond.  Most cultures people’s language has set of rules and sounds for 

making a meaningful sentence and religion is an important part of culture through which a member of a society 

aspire to attain spirituality. These types of similarities are found in every culture across the world.  

Cultures are continuously developing and change themselves according to the requirement of time and 

place. A Culture cannot be replaced by another culture as replacement of culture is considered as superiority of 

the values and standard of the other culture. Due to interaction with other cultures, there may be some changes 

in the values and practices of the native culture.  Imperialism had a major impact on the culture of the 

colonised country. How a colonizing culture affects the native culture is studied under cultural studies. 

Cultural studies is a field of research which includes culture, history, gender, race, sociology, 

Marxism, Post colonialism, anthropology and political science. The origin of cultural studies lies with the 

Center for Contemporary cultural studies at Birmingham University, UK. The department of cultural studies 
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